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YAA SCHOOL DRESS CODE & HYGIENE EXPECTATIONS 2024-2025

STATEMENT OF INTENT:
It is the mission of YAA to provide our students with the opportunity to learn in an environment that is safe from bullying, harassment, or any distractions.  Any clothing, hair style, jewelry or accessories or personal hygiene that detracts from or impedes the learning environment will not be acceptable at the YAA.
All Students have the right to express themselves at school through choosing clothing, hair styles, jewelry and accessories that appropriately reflect their identity, culture and values. In addition, each and every student is responsible for contributing to a positive learning environment for themselves and for all other students.
SPECIFIC ISSUES OF CONCERN:
1. Head coverings including hats, stocking caps, ball caps, du rags, scarves or bandanas may not be worn inside the school building unless the student has a religious or medical reason.
2. Clothing may not depict, advertise or advocate the use of alcohol, tobacco, marijuana or any other illegal substance.
3. Clothing may not depict pornography, nudity, sexual acts, or feature profanity.
4. Clothing may not use or depict hate speech targeting groups based on race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, religious 
affiliation or any other legally protected group.
5. Personal items such as cell phones and headphones shall all be put in the locked phone box. Personal items such as sunglasses, jackets, hoodies, hats, and money are locked in students’ lockers.  The school will provide student lockers for these items which can be secured. 
Students who need to make or receive phone calls may do so in the main office. If a student chooses to retrieve their phone, they must leave the building immediately and will not be allowed back into the building.
6. Backpacks may be used by students to carry school materials to and from school. Backpacks may be subject to inspection and search at any time by authorized school personnel. YAA provides clear backpacks for students. Clear backpacks are the only backpacks that are allowed to come in the building.
7. All Students are responsible for their own personal hygiene which includes hair, hands, face, body and feet. It also includes personal clothing including undergarments and socks and shoes.
a. YAA is cognizant that not all students have readily available access to laundry equipment and facilities as well as baths or showers.
b. YAA is cognizant that not all students have access to personal hygiene items such as deodorant, soap, toothpaste, shampoo, etc. 
c. YAA will provide hygiene products to students in need of them.
d. YAA will also have limited amounts of clean clothing available for students to use including undergarments.
VIOLATIONS OF THIS POLICY:
1. Enforcement of this Dress Code and Hygiene expectations will avoid, when possible, any loss of learning time.

a. A student may be sent home to remedy a violation, for example by changing clothes or clothing, but only if they can leave and return without missing significant class time.
b. School personnel may require a student to remove an offending item of clothing, jewelry or accessory before going to class. Such items will be returned to the student at the end of the school day. Refusal to cooperate will be considered insubordination and subject to appropriate consequences. 
c. School staff will always respect the privacy and personal space of students as well as any religious or cultural identity or belief.
d. Students who have arrived at school 3 times in one semester with incidents of violating the dress will be required to have a parent meeting after a 3-day suspension before returning to the school.
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